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Masanobu Masatoshi was born in Susaki-cho, Takaoka-gun (now Susaki City),
Kochi Prefecture in 1911. After graduating from the Kochi Prefectural School of
Education, he worked as an art teacher in a number of elementary and junior
schools in Kochi, Tokyo, and Kobe while pursuing a career as a painter. In his
later years, he built a house and studio in Nishinomiya.

Masanobu began submitting his work to invitational exhibitions before the
war. In 1948 or 1949, he met Yoshihara Jiro, when the latter came to teach at the
Kobe Citizen’s Art Course, and began studying with him. Masanobu’s work
gradually evolved from constructed landscapes and still lifes to abstract
paintings with complex textures. In 1954, he helped found the Gutai Art
Association, under Yoshihara’s leadership. Though Masanobu was involved with
this important postwar Japanese avant-garde art group known for its actions,
performances, and introduction of new materials, he consistently focused on
the intrinsic problems of painting.

In many of his works, Masanobu created multi-layered textures with oil and
enamel paint on top of which he applied countless minute brushstrokes. While
conveying a wavering sense of spatial density, his paintings depict an endless
series of changes. How did Masanobu arrive at this unique artistic approach,
which he described as a “direct expressions with a sense of life”?

In this exhibition, marking the 20th anniversary of the artist’s death, we not
only examine Masanobu’s work with Gutai but the entire career (including
previously unknown paintings) of one of the most brilliant figures in postwar art
in Japan.
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1 (A#EAR) 19494 Landscape with Round Trees, 1949
2 (El3%) 19504 Landscape, 1950
3 (EDLIR) 1953-574F  Yellow Clay Figure, 1953-57
4 (fFdk) 19604 [EERREHMAE  Work, 1960, The National Museum of Art, Osaka
5 (YEM) 19584F L AMMIILEMTRE  Work, 1958, Kitakyushu Municipal Museum of Art
6 (k@ 100M) 196145 RERIEMEWLHIAL IS 32)
Work 100M, 1961, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art (Yamamura Collection)
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