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Abstract

The following text examines the activities of Ishimoto
Yasuhiro while based in Tokyo in and after the 1950s,
and the influence that his work had on visual culture at
large in postwar Japan. As a student at the Institute of
Design in Chicago, Ishimoto acquired not only technical
photographing skills, but also modernist figurative
thinking based on aspects of form and structure. Upon
moving to Japan, where realism had been dominating
the mainstream of photography at the time, Ishimoto’s
style was not immediately understood and accepted, but
through his continued exchange with art critics,
designers and architects, he gradually managed to

establish a reputation in the country.

After revisiting Ishimoto’s childhood and further
personal history after relocating to Japan, the text

focuses not only on his outstanding achievements as a

photographer, but also showcases his activities in the
adjacent fields of design and experimental film, while
highlighting his role also as an educator who introduced
the Institute of Design’s education philosophy to Japan.
Further offered here is an overview of Ishimoto’s work
from the 1960s up until the later “moment” series,
which will also help understand the significance of the
part that he played in updating the history of
contemporary photography and other visual culture in

Japan after the war.

As the “Katsura Imperial Villa” series, one of Ishimoto’s
most well-known works from the 1950s, has been
discussed in detail by another expert in a separate text
in the exhibition catalogue in which this text was

initially published, the series is omitted here.
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