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The art of rule and coincidence
- avant-garde artist Takasaki Motonao’s endeavors

TSUKAMOTO Mari

This essay describes the work of Takasaki Motonao, an avant-garde artist from Kochi, by referring to individual
series in chronological order. Assuming that the elements of “rule” and “coincidence” were the underlying qualities
that define Takasaki's artistic practice at large, the author bases her argumentation on her observations of how
these elements affected Takasaki's working methods as well as the resulting concrete shapes. She points out how
Takasaki alternatingly worked in the realms of painting and photography in the 1950s, whereas the accidental forms
captured in photographs are reflected in the designs in his paintings. By tracing back the developments seen in the
series Adhesion, Destruction and Impotence that followed after Apparatus from 1963, the author further illustrates
how Apparatus was characterized by an “anti-picture” kind of quality; how Adhesion marked a conceptual shift
from “production” to “action”; and how the very process of the respective object’s transformation through physical
destruction was presented as the actual artwork in Destruction. The essay indicates how elements of “rule” and
“coincidence” generally coexist in Takasaki's art, the contemporary avant-garde style of which continued to have a

stirring effect on existing values.
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