5= (9207) 8I4-&

<r
I
%
=
&
Ll
XE

12

i

ITHOOM 14V 40 WNASNAW dH.L 4O NILLATINd

¢l ON

pp.1-24

M3 Y EAREHL tha A L LI FHISASE.
thIFO L & LR EL F <A BN B ERER,
BTk o, A &, PRERERELIRE. il N\ ARIELSE, Ve v 1
(D& al) HREE

— RO BIE LIRS - ERABOH R Z D o T—

TAGUCHI Kaori, TSUKAMOTO Mari,

NAKATANI Yuri, YASUDA Atsuo, SOMA Yuka,
NAKANO Hitomi, AMPO Takuma, TAKA Megumi,
NUMATA Tomoko, KOMATANI Shintaro,

ABE Yoshinari, MURAKUSHI Madoka, SAITO Asabhi,
TAKAHASHI Haruto, MORI Naoyoshi, SATO Hiroko
A Re-examination of Girl and Swan

— Material Analysis, Attribution, and the Public

Disclosure of a Forgery —

pp.25-31

LI IFRR, M2 K
W - Ry A [ EMER & JE R

YASUDA Atsuo, YAMANASHI Toshio, TAGUCHI Kaori,
TERUI Masaru

A Report on the Symposium “Art Museums and Fakes”




Bulletin of the Museum of Art, Kochi / No. 12 / page 01

A Re-examination of Girl and Swan

— Material Analysis, Attribution, and the Public Disclosure of a Forgery
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TAKAHASHI Haruto, MORI Naoyoshi, SATO Hiroko

Abstract

This paper reports on a series of investigations
conducted on Girl and Swan, a painting in the collection
of the Museum of Art, Kochi, as well as on the exhibition
and public disclosure that followed from their results.
The museum acquired Girl and Swan in 1996 as an art
work painted in 1919 by the German Expressionist
artist Heinrich Campendonk. At the time, the available
provenance documentation and related information
were considered sufficient to support the attribution of
the work to Campendonk. However, in June 2024,
information was received by the Tokushima Modern Art
Museum and the Berlin State Police, indicating a high
likelihood that the painting had in fact been produced
by the German forger Wolfgang Beltracchi (arrested and
imprisoned in 2010) and falsely presented as a work by
Campendonk. In response, a team of specialists was
immediately assembled, and a comprehensive
investigation was carried out over approximately

eighteen months.

The investigation comprised close visual examination
from a conservation perspective, infrared reflectography
and ultraviolet-induced fluorescence imaging, as well as
a series of scientific analyses, including X-ray
fluorescence analysis and micro Raman spectroscopy, in
order to examine the material composition and the date
of production of the work. These analyses revealed,

among other findings, the presence of pigments that

only came into general use in the latter half of the
twentieth century, together with numerous features
inconsistent with Campendonk’s known working
methods and period of activity. On the basis of these
scientific results, combined with documentary and
provenance research, the painting was judged to be,
with a very high degree of probability, a forgery by
Wolfgang Beltracchi.

The discussion that follows takes as its primary aim the
systematic documentation and sharing of the scope,
procedures, and findings of this multidisciplinary
scientific investigation of Girl and Swan. At the same
time, by re-examining the aims of the special exhibition
Reconsidering “Girl and Swan”: Thinking about Forgery in a
Museum That Holds One, which was organized on the basis
of these results, this paper secks to show the role that
scientific analysis can play in reconfiguring the
attribution and meaning of an artwork, as well as the
potential of re-exhibiting a forgery to open up a field of
discussion that moves beyond the simple binary of

“authentic” versus “fake.”

Keywords:
Forgery; Attribution; Painting Structure and Material
Analysis; Optical Investigation, Conservation and

Restoration; Museum Transparency / Public Disclosure
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(15) Stefan Ephrat Livni, “Aftershocks of an Art Crime Reverberate in Japan: At Least Four Works by a Famous Convicted Forger Have Been

Discovered in Japan. Transparency About the Mistakes, however, Has Sparked as Much Curiosity as Scandal,” The New York Times,
November 28, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/28/world/asia/japan-art-forgeries.html (20264E2H28 Hf& T 7 & %)
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